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How the Montgomery Ruritan Park & Lake Became a Reality 

By Louis Kavanaugh Jr. 

 
Much has been written about how the Montgomery Ruritan Park and Lake came into existence but nothing has 

been written about how the land was purchased or how land was donated so that the Park and Lake Project could 

get underway.  The land where the dam is located was owned by Apollinaris “Pol” Grannan along with about 120 

acres all in that vicinity.   

 

Before we talk about the land purchase, we need to talk about the individual who played a big part in researching 

in helping to make the park and lake project a reality.  Chris O’Brian related to me how Pol Grannan started 

talking to him back in the early days of the Montgomery Ruritan Club about a dam that could be used on his farm 

as part of the Prairie Creek Watershed north of Montgomery.  Mr. Grannan spent numerous hours going through 

the Congressional Record and in that record he found that the lake created by a dam could be used as a recreational 

park.  A Grannan family member told me while he was researching for this article that his Dad (Pol Grannan) 

spend numerus hours researching the Congressional Record to find what would need to be done in order for a 

dam and lake to be built on the outskirts of Montgomery.   

 

After the research and planning details was worked out Grannan asked if Chris O’Brian would present the project 

to the Ruritan Club to see if they would be interested.  Chris told me that Mr. Grannan was great to do the work 

behind the scenes but he really did not want to get up in front of a group and explain all the details of the project.  

The Ruritan Club was interested in the project and asked Mr. Grannan and Chris O’Brian to explore the possibility 

of a park and move forward with the plans in that area.   

 

Chris O’Brian and Hank Wittmer met with an official from the Department of Natural Resources and presented 

a map of the proposed plans for the park and lake.  The DNR representative said they did not have the funding 

but said with a project like this it would join with the town of Montgomery and hire an engineering firm to plan 

and lay out the proposed park.  Joe Traylor who was a Ruritan Member and also a member of the Montgomery 

Town Board and Bob Elliott who also was a member of the Ruritan worked for an engineering firm were included 

in the planning phase.  This was necessary in order to secure State and Federal funds to assist in building the dam, 

lake and the park.  To fill this requirement an agreement was signed between the town of Montgomery and the 

Ruritan Club on July 6, 1964 for the development of a park and recreational area around the Grannan Conservation 

Lake.  The Agreement was supported by the Daviess County Conservation District represented by Morris Cochran 

and the Citizens Bank and Trust represented by Jay Myers.    A loan was secured from Citizens Bank & Trust on 

May 6, 1965 and that loan along with interest amounted to $88,449.22 was paid back in full by September 27, 

1976.  Part of the funds available to help in projects like this was in flood control legislation that was available to 

Daviess County Conservation District. 

 

Now came the job of acquiring the land for the project and since Pol Grannan was so involved in the research and 

planning of this project he was very willing to make a deal with the Ruritan Club and the Town of Montgomery 
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in order to get the project underway.  What the Club Members did not realized back then that some of the acreage 

may have been purchased from Pol Grannan Family but what some may not have known that the Grannan Family 

may have donated between 15-20 acres of land to the Montgomery Ruritan Lake project.  In today’s world that 

would be a chunk of change.   

 

In my conversations with Chris O’Brian he related to me that Pol Grannan was the unsung hero of this project.  

He did so much work on the research and of the laws passed for flood control projects across the country and he 

also was very instrumental in helping to keep the costs of the project low by donating land to the lake & dam 

project.  According to Chris O’Brian “We could not have done this project without the background work and 

donation from Pol Grannan and his family”.   

 

Pol Grannan passed away on March 29, 1985 without maybe receiving the gratitude of the Ruritan Club and the 

local community.  Well we may be a little late in coming but on behalf of the local community and the Ruritan 

Club we would like to say a Special Thank You to Pol Grannan for what he did back then in 1964-65 timeframe.  

Our Community is very grateful to the Grannan Family and we may not have had this park and lake without the 

Grannan contribution of land and Mr. Grannan’s background work in helping to secure this project. 

 

As a member of the Montgomery Ruritan Club and the Montgomery Community I to would like to add my Thank 

You to the Pol Grannan Family for the work and contribution made to our local community.  Without Pol’s 

dedication back then this project may not have happened.  Thank You Mr. Grannan! 

 

 

Montgomery Ruritan History 

Thanks to Chris O’Brian 
 

Everyone in Montgomery knows of Chris O’Brian and what he has done for the Montgomery Ruritan Club and 

for the Town and Community of Montgomery.  Chris was the Postmaster here at the Montgomery Post Office for 

many years and was one of the founding members of the Montgomery Ruritan Club.  He also was instrumental 

in bringing the Montgomery Park and Lake into existence.  

 

At the age of 93 in 2017 when his health and eye sight was failing, he moved into assisted living and after 

collecting all the newspaper articles, pictures, letters and other items Chris was faced with having to donate this 

information or get rid of it.  We were fortunate enough to have his son who is also in the Ruritan Club and he 

asked if we would want all this information of the Ruritan Club and Turkey Trot.  Well we delighted to have all 

this history of the early days of the Ruritan Club and Turkey Trot.  This collection contains pictures, newspaper 

articles, documents all from the early beginnings of the Montgomery Ruritan Club and the Montgomery Turkey 

Trot.  Chris put them into a scrap book and he also had posters from those early days advertising the Turkey Trot.   

 

We want to thank Chris O’Brian for his many years of service to our community and for preserving the history 

of the Ruritan Club and the Turkey Trot for future generations.  Without his efforts we would not have all this 

information that we will post on our Ruritan Web Site.  We invite you to view this History  and Thank Chris 

O’Brian for his efforts in preserving the history and tradition of our Montgomery Ruritan Club and to show just 

how much progress we have made in our community.  Chris O’Brian, we salute You! 
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The following four-page History was put together by Chris O'Brian in 2010 from his recollection of the History 

of the Montgomery Ruritan Club.  Chris began from the beginning of the Club in 1961 to stops just prior to 

the Montgomery Ruritan Club celebrating their 50th Anniversary as a Ruritan Club. 

   

Chris was one of the Founding members of the Club as there is just three locally still remaining from the 

original members that signed the Charter back in 1961.  Jim O'Brian and Joe Traylor are the other two Charter 

members who still live in Montgomery.  One other charter member was Tom Jones who moved away in the 

late 60's now lives with his family in Arkansas.  Tom's wife has passed away. Jim O'Brian and Joe Traylor are 

still active in the club activities but not like they were as both are in their 80's. 

 

In these four pages Chris O'Brian takes you thru the days of how the chapter was started, how the Park and 

Lake came into existence, how the Turkey Trot began and the building of the Ruritan Building on the Turkey 

Trot Grounds.  This is just one of the many jewels that was found in Chris O'Brian's collection of old pictures 

and articles.  Hopefully this History will be preserved.   

 

Louis Kavanaugh Jr. 
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Montgomery Ruritan 

Charter 
 

Shown here is the 

Montgomery Ruritan 

Charter that hangs in the 

Main Entrance to the 

Ruritan Building on the 

Turkey Trot Grounds.  This 

Chart was dated the 5th Day 

of December of 1960 and 

twentynine members signed 

the original Charter.  As of 

this date in Dec. of 2018 four 

members are still living.  Joe 

Traylor, Jim O’Brian, Chris 

O’Brian still live in the area 

but Tom Jones move away 

in the sixty’s and now lives 

in Arkansas.  
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These pictures were taken from Chris O’Brian’s Scrap Book.  The original picture was taken in the Garage 

at the Ruritan Park/Camp Grounds during the visit of the National Ruritan President in July of 2012. 

 
  

The picture to the left was from the July 

2012 Visit of the National Ruritan 

President Phyllis Lewter as she visited 

the Ruritan Park/Camp Grounds on the 

yearly tour of the Ruritan Clubs in the 

area.  This picture honors the three 

Charter members who were still active 

in the Club, Jim O’Brian, Chris O’Brian 

and Joe Traylor.   

Ruritan National President honors 

Chris O’Brian for his 52 year of 

service to the Montgomery 

Ruritan Club and it just so 

happened it was the day before his 

90th Birthday as his Birthday was 

on July 4th. Chris has served in 

nearly all positions of the Club 

from President to Turkey Trot 

Chairman and was responsible for 

getting the Club Organized back 

in 1960 and was instrumental in 

getting the park and lake built here 

in Montgomery.  It was an honor 

well deserved.   
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Original Montgomery Ruritan Club Charter Signers 
 

See the Signatures below of the Original Signers of Montgomery Ruritan 

Club Charter.  This Charter was signed on December 5th of 1960.  Note there 

were two signers that were at that Charter Meeting but failed to sign.  They 

were added later. 

Charter Members Listed Above 
 

Fred Hoffman    Chris O’Brian    Thomas Jones 

Bernard Duncheon   Albert Wagler    Loren W. Yoder 

Donald J. Traylor   Harlen Hindman   Fred P. Murphy 

Charles R. McCormick  Robert H. Clark   John Haag 

Charles M. Hart   Harold Perkins   Ray McCracken 

James O’Brian    Herschel Oberst   Virgil Clements 

Clarence Stoll    Odius Hinkle    Leo Ryan 

William Feagans   Malen J. Miller   James C. Parson 

Charles Steiner   John E. Walker   Walter Downey 

James Rust    Joseph W. Arvin   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

These are the members who signed the first Charter for the Ruritan Club 
 

They were members of the community, business men, teachers, farmers and leaders of the 

community who was trying to make the Montgomery community a better place to live.  They 

volunteered and did what they had to do for the success of the Montgomery Ruritan Club.  

They put in many hours to make it work and they got the club off to a good start and the new 

members since that time have continued that success to this day and the tradition of 

community involvement. 
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This meeting was held two weeks prior to the Charter signing as per the note 

put on this document from Chris O’Brian.  Looks like the Charter was signed 

on Dec. 5, 1960 so this meeting was held around Nov. 20 of 1960.   

Three Men that attended this meeting but were not present for the Charter signing just two 

weeks later.  They were James “Gus” Michaels, William Robbins, James Watson.  Jim Parsons 

who was not at this meeting was present for the Charter Signing.  Seen other Document. 
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These Individuals below were at this First meeting and at Charter Signing Meeting 
 

Fred Hoffman  Chris O’Brian Thomas Jones 

Bernard Duncheon  Albert Wagler Loren W. Yoder 

Donald J. Traylor  Harlen Hindman Fred P. Murphy 

Charles R. McCormick Robert H. Clark John Haag 

Charles M. Hart  Harold Perkins Ray McCracken 

James O’Brian  Herschel Oberst Virgil Clements 

Clarence Stoll  Odius Hinkle  Leo Ryan 

William Feagans  Malen J. Miller James C. Parson (Not at first Meeting) 

Charles Steiner  John E. Walker Walter Downey 

James Rust   Joseph W. Arvin   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

William Robbins, James Watson, James A. Michaels, (At Prior Meeting, Not at Charter Signing) 

This meeting was held two weeks before the Charter was signed.  Looks like three men were at 

this meeting around Nov. 20 of 1960 but not at the Charter Meeting on Dec. 5, 1960 when the 

actual Charter was signed.   
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This particular year the Celebration was for the 20th Anniversary of the Montgomery 

Ruritan Club and was held on July 10, 1980 at the Heritage Inn in Jasper.  Each year 

it was held at different restaurants or church dining halls.   This was discontinued when 

the Turkey Trot was started and an Appreciation Dinner is held for all workers and 

their wife’s at the Montgomery Ruritan Building.   This particular letter was sent to 

Ruritan Charter Members by the Ruritan President that year who was Gary Graber.  

All Ruritan Members and people who worked at the Turkey Trot were invited to these 

special events. They are held in Nov. of each year. 

Below is a Letter of Invitation to Ladies Night that used to be held each year at the 

July Meeting for the wife’s of Club Members.  Each Year in July the Ruritan Club 

always celebrated Ladies Night in which Club Members would bring their Wife’s to 

a Dinner Meeting in which there was a special program or speaker to entertain the 

guests. 
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Here is the Original Letter received from Jay Myers, the President 

Citizens Bank on the good credit of the Ruritan Club and what it 

done for the Montgomery Community.  Because over the years the 

letter has deteriorated it is hard to read so we have retyped it for 

easier reading.  This Letter was inviting members for a note burning 

at the Myers residence.  

October 1, 1976 
 
Mr. George R. Nolan, President 
Montgomery Ruritan, Inc. 
Cannelburg, Indiana 47519 
 
Dear George, 
 
We take a great deal of pleasure in reflecting on the history of Montgomery 
Ruritan, Inc. borrowings here at the bank.  We note that according to the 
record the first borrowings occurred on May 6, 1965.  The total borrowings 
from that period until the final payment of September 27, 1976 amounted to  
$88,449.22.  In addition to the repayment of that principal amount, interest in 
the amount of $20,698.43 was paid to the Citizens Bank.  The largest 
borrowing at any specific moment occurred on September 5, 1967 at which 
time the Montgomery Ruritan had a note here in the amount of $54,936.17.  
From that date on regular annual reductions were made to cause total 
repayment of the obligation on September 27, 1976. 
 
Needless to say, the bank has been especially pleased with this credit 
relationship and reflects with total pleasure on the entire period of time.  We 
reflect in this matter not necessarily because of the success of the borrowings 
and its repayment, so much as we reflect the improvements that have been 
made in the community of Montgomery and the total cooperation and spirit of 
the community as a direct result of Montgomery Ruritan projects.  There is no 
doubt  that  it has been the catalyst for not only the volunteer success but also 
the private success of the members of your fine organization. 
 
As a tribute to you and your organization, the writer would like to invite the 
entire membership of the Montgomery Ruritan organization to Myers hillside 
residence immediately following your November 1976 meeting.  If you would 
please mention this at your October meeting, and between now and then we 
will have the details of approximate attendance and the time for the event.  
Please express our sincere thanks to all your members, and we certainly 
looking forward to seeing them at greeting them immediately following your 
November meeting.   

 
Yours very sincerely, 
Jay E. Myers 
President 
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A Lake Pays Its Way 
 

Although its name is Indian Rock, most of the people who use it call it Montgomery Lake because it 

belongs to the town. Part of its fame was the result of being a pilot project under PL 506 and the first such 

development in the Middle west. When it opened in 1967, the estimates were for 19, 000 visitor days a year. 

Already by 1970 attendance was nearly 32,000, with visitors spending about $3.25 per recreation day while there. 

Community benefits generated by the project to the local area that year were figured to be $102,800.  

It had its beginnings with the Ruritan Club of Montgomery. Morris Cochran (SCS) wrote in his report: "A 

small town, having an active Ruritan Club, found a project in which the whole community could participate in 

making it a resounding success. It was a project that brought to the Montgomery Club national recognition and 

visits from their national officers. "   

In a brochure about itself, Ruritan is described as "a civic organization whose objective is to bring a closer 

social union be tween the farmers and the business and professional men in a community in order to make it a 

better place to live. It is patterned after the service organizations of the cities, but changed to meet the needs of 

rural people and rural communities." 

The Montgomery members knew what those words meant.  A group of them started going to Indianapolis 

meetings with some of the Prairie Creek Watershed directors.  They were active members like Joe Traylor, Chris 

O'Brian, Charles Hart, Clyde Schnarr, and Charles Steiner who had heard that the federal government was 

allotting one or two recreation areas in new watershed areas.  In 1961 the Club made a formal request to the 

watershed directors. Plans and cost estimates were ready by 1964, and the town of Montgomery, backed by the 

Ruritan Club, made a cooperative agreement in 1965 for recreation operation and maintenance. 

Project plans set out 50 acres to be purchased, 25 acres for the 

water impoundment, 11 acres for the water access area around the 

shoreline, and 13 acres for the public park. Improvements and 

additions have been made every year since its opening.  Additional 

beach area has been completed, campsites added with more electrical 

outlets and restroom facilities.  The Club bought 21 more acres when 

nearby land became available. 

Of the original funds, SCS put in $12,000 for land; $20,173 for 

darn construction, and $53, 320 for recreation construction.  Indiana 

Department of Natural Resources added $11,000 for land, and $11, 249 

for dam construction.  Ruritan members and other local people paid 

$1, 600 on the land, and got a bank loan for $54, 000. 

Club members recall that they were "quite uneasy" when they 

found that their original loan need had jumped from $18, 000 to $54,000, and they wondered how the small 

community could handle such a debt.  Then that first year they found both visitors and income exceeding their 

expectations. When they carried their first loan payment proudly to the bank, word went around that "Ruritan's 

paying. " 

This article came from a state magazine praising the local Montgomery Ruritan Club for it's outstanding 

community service and how it has helped the community.  It also talked about how this was a pilot project 

working in conjunction with the City of Montgomery and the Ruritan Club and the Soil Conservation Service 

and this has proved more successful than they ever dreamed it would be.  It was a pat on the back for our local 

community! 
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Gross revenue has been more than $20 ,000 a year, letting the Club pay $10,000 a year on principal while 

putting $6000 into improvements.  They find the most popular activity at the Lake is camping, and that the new 

generation of campers like to be together in a group, rather than off by themselves.  Next in order of popularity 

are bank fishing, sightseeing, walking and hiking.  One of the special events that has made the Park famous is its 

Turkey Trot Festival, held each September by the Daviess County Chamber of Commerce and the Ruritan Club. 

Older club members have put a decade of hard work into the Lake.  Now they hope younger members will 

begin to carry more of the load for the future because the loan has a while to run yet. 
 

 
 

 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Article on Montgomery Ruritan Park & Lake from 1967 

This picture and article were donated by Bob Elliott 

who was the project engineer on the lake/park.  Bob 

was not sure where it appeared but thinks it may 

have been published in the Washington Times 

Herald. It explains how the park and lake came 

about.  This picture here is not very clear but shows 

a lot of people at the beach that particular summer 

day.   

According to Bob Elliott, this article gives a very 

good description about how the park got stared via 

the Montgomery Ruritan Club.   

The Article was written by Joe Branco, Soil 

Conservation Service Work Unit Conservationist, 

Washington, Indiana.  The Soil Conservation 

District has a big part in helping to get this project 

off the ground and completed.   
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Donkey Basket at Montgomery High School, Now Barr-Reeve HS. 

This was one of many Events held to raise money for the local High School.  Even though 

this was not a Ruritan Club function, several of the Ruritan Members took part in this 

Donkey Basketball Game.  I think it was held sometime in 1962-63 timeframe. On the 

lead donkey was the late Dave Miller, Jim O’Brian (falling off his Donkey on other side) 

No. 25 was Larry Wilson and the rider in back maybe Mack Wilson.  Everyone had a 

good time! 
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This is a newspaper article after the presentation of checks to local groups by the 

Ruritan Club at the Turkey Trot Appreciate Dinner in November of 2015. 


