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First Turkey Trot 
 

As you can see on the left this was the 

banner that was used for the first Turkey 

Trot and the event was called the “Daviess 

County Fall Festival” or Daviess County 

Turkey Trot.  The Daviess County 

Chamber of Commerce was a partner with 

the Montgomery Ruritan Club in those 

first few years of the Turkey Trot.  

However they turned it over to the 

Montgomery Ruritan Club and the name 

change to the Montgomery Turkey Trot 

Festival.   

First Decal for Turkey Trot 
 

The Decal on the left was used on 

Glasses and cups, and other items that 

was sold at the Turkey Trot and Beer 

Garden.  The First Turkey Trot was held 

on the Montgomery Turkey Trot 

Grounds on Sept. 14th to the 17th of 

1972.  It was called the Daviess County 

Turkey-Trot.  
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Aerial View of one of 

the first years of the 

Turkey Trot: 
 

This is an aerial view in 

what could be the first 

Turkey Trot held in Sept. 

of 1972.  This is a view 

looking south from a low 

flying plane.  Note if you 

will the large tent in the top 

center of the picture that 

was used for the Display 

Booths, the Track on the 

center of the picture and it 

appears that Tractor Pulls 

was going on, the mobile 

home trailer parked on CR 

Road 100 North, this was 

used for the Turkey Trot 

office and where 

Entertainers waited to 

come on Main Stage.  Note 

the parking area at the top 

of the picture as a good 

crowd for Sat. afternoon.  

You will also note the four 

tents just below the big 

main tent as it was used for 

food booths, the larger tent 

on the top right of the 

picture was the Beer 

Garden Tent as it is fenced 

in.  You will note on the 

Track, no bleachers, just 

lawn chairs and people 

standing, the stands came 

later. 

 

The bottom right of this picture you can see the camp grounds as they was the all the camp sites we had at that time.  On 

the bottom left of the picture, you can see the shelter house, now gone, replaced with campsites. This picture was taken on 

a Saturday afternoon of that first Turkey Trot. 
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Aerial View of one of 

the first year of the 

Turkey Trot:  This is an 

aerial view in what was 

the first Turkey Trot 

held in Sept. of 1972.  

This is a view looking 

north from a low flying 

plane.  You can see the 

Track as the Tractor 

Pull is taking place.  

You can see Tractor 

lined up on the north 

side of the track ready 

for the next pull.  See 

the Carnival below that 

has been a part of each 

Turkey Trot each year.  

You will note at top of 
the picture where the 
old Shelter House 
was, now it has 
campsites as it 
borders Indiana Rock 
Lake. Also the old 
parking lot used for 
the beach house 
which also is now 
campsites.  You can 
also see the flat truck 
beds used for the 
main stage for 
entertainers. Note 
there were no fences 
as you paid your 
admission as you 
drove in on CR 100 
or Park Rd. as you 
entered the Grounds.  
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First Trial Turkey Race Held in August of 1972 at the  

Armour Turkey Plant in Washington 

This is the picture of the first Trial Turkey Races prior the official Turkey Races during Turkey Trot. It was set up 

as a Media Event and the media was there from Evansville and Terre Haute.  Shown here is (L-R) Fred Murphy, 

Kenny Stoll, Denny Hughes and Curt Miller.  This picture was taken on the front lawn of what was then the Armour 

Turkey Processing Plant in Washington which was later purchased by Perdue Farms.  We believe this picture was 

taken in early August of 1972 as was used to stir publicity for the First upcoming Turkey Trot.    
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First Trial Turkey Race Held in August of 1972 at the  

Armour Turkey Plant in Washington 

Shown here is a picture on that first trial run of the Turkeys and their jockeys.  Shown in front is Curt Miller (sitting 

on ground) Kenny Stoll standing and Bob Showalter.  Not sure who is in the background but could be members of 

the media who was on hand for the media day event.   
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Shown here is Jockey Chris O’Brian as 

he tries to guide his Turkey down the 

Track at that first Turkey Trot in 1972.  

This may have been a demonstration as 

he may have been the only one on the 

track and he was using his cart.  In the 

first Turkey Trot the Race Track was 

actually held out on the Park Road as 

the Road was blocked off at both ends 

and traffic was now allowed thru during 

the hours of the Turkey Trot events.  

Chris was one of the First Charter 

Members of the Montgomery Ruritan 

Club and helped in many ways in its 

success.  Here he is having fun just 

promoting the Turkey Races.   

First Turkey Trot in 1972 

First Turkey Race Winner in 

1972 
 

Pictured here is the first Turkey Racing 

Champion in the first racing competition 

held at that first Turkey Trot back in 

1972.  Shown here is Craig Miller on the 

right as he holds the Championship 

Trophy along with his brother Curt 

Miller who is holding the winning turkey 

“Firebird”.  We were not sure how many 

was in the racing field back then but it is 

believed there were at least 40 vying for 

the trophy and the money.  
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First Year of Turkey Races in 1972 

These two pictures from the Turkey Race 

from that first Turkey Trot.  As you can see 

a member of the Jaycees with the gun 

raised to start the race.  That organization 

actually supervised the turkey races in the 

first couple years before the local Ruritan 

Club had to take over.  Again these races in 

that first year were hele on the Park Road.  

Craig Miller Wins First Turkey Race in 1972 
 

Pictured here is Craig Miller wearing the Number one and finished as 

the very First Turkey Racing Champion in 1972 in its first Turkey 

Trot.  This race was run on the Park Road in front of the Old Shelter 

House.  That may have been the only time the Turkey races were run 

on the road as a track was built in the field south of this where the 

Ruritan Bldg. now stands.  The Track was there for a few years and 

then moved to its present location on the Turkey Trot Grounds.   
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Another picture from the 

first Turkey racing at that 

first Turkey Trot. 

In those first Turkey Races 

the turkeys came from 

different places around the 

country and right you can see 

one of those early bird racers.  

This one had its own 

traveling cage and trailer.  

Not sure where this came 

from but it may have been 

from out of state.  Don’t 

really know how this turkey 

came out in the race.   
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  Pictures from the first Turkey Trot as 

Sammy Terry paid a visit to the Turkey 

Trot. 
 

He had an appearance on the Main Stage.  The 

bottom picture shows them clowning around.  This 

was inside the house trailer that was parked on the 

park road and was used for the Turkey Trot Office 

and the Entertainers to get ready before entering the 

main stage.  Not sure who was his sidekick. 
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This article was found in the history file of Chris O’Brian. 

Not sure if this was written as press release for the upcoming 1974 Turkey Trot.  In the 

article it mentions the first two Turkey Race Winners Craig Miller in 1972 and Alan 

Wininger in 1973. 
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Shown here is the first set of Rules for Turkey Racing at the Turkey Trot. 
The Turkey Racing began at the first Turkey Trot in 1971.   

The Rules were updated as the years went along. 
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This is a Worker’s Lists from the second Turkey Trot in 1973.   This lists was for workers who help 

to park cars in the parking area.  The lines thru the name may be the ones that showed up for work. 
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Sunday Morning Worship Service During Turkey Trot 
 

In the early days of the Turkey Trot there was a Worship Service on Sunday Morning 

at the Stage area and it was conducted by one of the area ministers.  This particular 

one held on Sept 18, 1977 was led by R.P. Hawkins. This was one of the programs. 
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This was an Organizational Chart from the 1973 Turkey Trot which 

outlined the chairman for each activity and for the Chairman of that activity.   
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Results from that 1974 Turkey Trot:  Here is a newspaper article from the local Washington 
Times Herald which details the results from 4 days of the Turkey Trot.  The big news was that 
Old Rock III jockeyed by Brian Traylor was the winner of the Turkey Races.  The article talks 
about the Best Dressed Turkey, Tractor Pulls and the highlight was the Barbara Mandrell 
Show on Saturday Night. 
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Newspaper Clipping 

from Local Newspaper 

after the 1974 Turkey 

Trot. 
 

Shown here is the awards 
presentation for the fastest 
bird and the best dress 
turkey. 

Newspaper Article from 

the Turkey Trot in 1974:  

Third year of the Turkey 

Trot and it brought out 

newspaper reporters from 

Evansville and the 

surrounding area to cover 

the Turkey Trot events. 
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Newspaper Article from the Washington Times 

Herald, Sept. 3, 1974 
 

A local newspaper delivery girl (Janet O’Connor got a press 

pass so she could deliver her newspapers to the homes along 

Park Road.  In the early days of the Turkey Trot the ticket 

money was collected one the road as the cars turned onto Park 

Rd from Co. Rd. 650. This was prior to the fences being built 

around the Turkey Trot Grounds. The two men collecting the 

money were Tom Craney and Charlie Newton.  

 

Picture Right: Shown below 

could be turkey racing with 

carts.  Kenny Stoll on the left 

and Denny Hughes on the right 

as they race down the track on 

the Park Road.  This was not 

the actual race but more of a 

warm prior to the racing of the 

Turkeys. 
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Brian is interviewed by one of the media outlets prior to 

the semi-finals on Sat. evening.  Needless to say Brian 

won his heat and qualified for the finals. 

Brian holds the trophy and you can see his proud 

father Joe (with Sunglasses) in the background.   

Brian Traylor pumps his fist in the air as he crosses the 

finish line just .2 of second ahead of 2nd place. 

Shown here is the Awards Presentation as Brian is 

presented the Championship Trophy by the Indiana 

500 Queen Andrea McCall along with Chris O’Brian 

of the Indian Rock Campion Club who was the 

sponsor of Brian’s Bird “Old Rock III”.   
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This is one of the many pictures that appeared in local 

newspapers during the early days of the Turkey Trot.  This lady 

was all dressed up for the occasion with her early century 

clothes.  It is believed this picture was from the Evansville 

Courier and was taken in the first years of Turkey Trot.   

This Newspaper Article appeared in the Washington Times 

Herald on Sept. 13, 1976 in preparation for the Annual Turkey 

Trot.  Shown here is Rod Hill with one of the Turkeys he will 

race in that upcoming Turkey Trot. 

This is a publicity picture take before the 1976 Turkey Trot as 

Chris O’Brian(right) poses with the Mayor’s of Washington 

(Leo Sullivan) and Loogootee (Robert Brown).  The Club 

reached out to area communities for their support of the local 

Turkey Trot Festival.  
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Shown above is a Turkey Trot Season Pass from Sept. of 

1978 that was Sold to Chris O’Brian’s wife.  It admitted a 

person to the Turkey Trot for all four Days for just $7.  12 

year old were free.  A real bargain as it now costs about 

$35-$40 for 4 days. 

Shown here is a Car Pass that will admit booth 

venders the right to park up by the Community 

Bldg. or where their booths were located. 

This was an old Turkey Trot Festival banner that was kept by Chris 

O’Brian.  This was from the early days when it was called the Daviess 

County Turkey Trot Festival. 
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Newspaper 

Article that 

appeared in 

Evansville 

Courier on Sept 

12, 1980 

News Article that 

appeared in the Evansville 

Courier during the 1984 

Turkey Trot 
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Washington Times Herald News Article 

from 1986 
 

The Big news in this Pre-Turkey Trot Article is that 

the Turkey Trot is being moved up one week.  

Making an agreement with the 20th Century Car 

Club, the Ruritan Club moved their date up a week 

so it would not conflict with their Car Club date. 

It has been a problem for years that all three major 

events in the County was taking place the same 

weekend so the car club and the Turkey Trot reached 

an agreement but the White River Valley Antique 

show still falls on the same weekend as the Turkey 

Trot.   

Glen O’Brian Winner of 1986 Turkey Race 
 

Shown Here is Turkey Trot Chairman Mark Strange 

(right) as he presents the trophy to Glen O’Brian for 

winning the Turkey Race Championship at the 1986 

Turkey Trot. The winning Turkey’s name was GTO 

the 3rd. 
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Shown here is more of the best dressed 

turkeys showing what they can do as the 

judges huddle to make a decision.  Not sure 

who were the participants in the best dress 

competition or the judges. 

This picture from Chris O’Brian 

Collection was very unusual. 
 

It shows some of the participants for one of the 

events arriving on the main track in an old 

Hearse.  Not sure if this was some of the Judges 

for the Best Dressed Turkey event or what it may 

be.  It appears that Big Bird might be welcoming 

the special guests to the Turkey Trot.  Over the 

years many media events were held to drum up 

attention to the Turkey Trot and this may have 

been just another one of those special news 

events. 

A large crowd was on hand for the best dressed 

turkey as this was held just prior to the major 

events on the Track in 1986. 



24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Best Dressed Turkey in the 1986 Turkey Trot 

For many years the Turkey Trot sponsored the 

Best Dressed Turkey Event during the Turkey 

Trot.  In this picture the owner and turkey are 

dress a like.   

Here the couple are dressed a like and just could be a 

square dancing couple.  Not sure who they were but 

could have been the winner. 

People had all kinds of get up, see the little red 

airplane, there is actually a turkey sitting inside 

that plane and on the back is a little white 

streamer which reads “Eat More Turkey”. 

Someone spent some time getting this ready.   

Here the contestants are lined up for the judges 

and the media are there to take their pictures. This 

may have been one of the biggest years for the 

contest. In later years the interest fell off and no 

one took the time to enter the contest.   
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Two Pictures from the 1986 Turkey Trot Mud 

Volleyball Tourney.   
 

As the saying goes it’s a dirty job and somebody got to 

do it and boy do they have fun playing mud volleyball at 

the Turkey Trot.  Mud Volleyball has been played at the 

Turkey Trot since the early days of the Turkey Trot and 

they always have a full slate of teams entered and booked 

up prior to the Turkey Trot. 

1986 Turkey Trot: Shown here is two pictures of the 

Horse Pulls back in the 1986 Turkey Trot.  The Horse 

Pulls have been featured on Saturday at the Turkey 

Trot for nearly every Turkey Trot since it began.  As 

you can see in this photo, the Grandstands on the South 

side of the trace were not built at this time in 1986. 

That was a nice addition to the Track. 
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The Crusher at the 1986 Turkey Trot 
 

From time to time a special attraction came 

to the Turkey Trot and that was the case in 

1986 when “The Crusher” was on display 

in the one picture and then doing its thing 

by crushing cars in the other picture.  A 

large crowd came out to see this prior to the 

Truck Pulls on Saturday. 

Shown here is Chris O’Brian Receiving 

the Ruritan Service Award 

in Sept. of 1983 from the Ruritan 

President Paul Miller. 

This Picture and write up taken from Chris O’Brian’s 

scrap Book.  The Presentation was made on the Track 

prior to the Demo Derby on Sunday Afternoon of the 

Turkey Trot in 1983.  Chris was one of the Ruritan 

Charter Members. 
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This is a Turkey Trot Work Schedule for the Gates and it may be somewhere in the 1980’s time 

frame.  Mike Healy and Terry O’Brian was the Chairman for the Gates during this time.  Again, 

you can look at this list and see the Members or Volunteer workers who are no longer with us.   
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Turkey Race Line-Up for Sept. 7, 1990 
 

Here is the line-up for the Turkey Races from Sept. 7, 1990.  This night there were 7 

heats and as usual there were some that cancelled out and new ones that showed up to 

race at the last minute. The Turkey Races are always a big draw at the Turkey Trot. 

2nd Sheet of the 

Line-Up for Turkey 

Racing Sept. of 1990 
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Financial Report for First Turkey Trot in 1972: Shown here is the financial report for the very first Turkey 

Trot held in 1972.  The total profit was less than nine thousand dollars and that was split with the Daviess 

County of Commerce.  One item that stands out is the entertainment cost was $6,735.  That is a far cry from 

what is in now for the Turkey Trot.  The scribbling on here was probably done by Chris O’Brian as he made 

notes during the meeting when this report was presented to the local club members. 


