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The Signing of the Agreement Between the Town of 

Montgomery & Montgomery Ruritan 
 

The picture left is of the meeting in which the joint agreement was 

reached and signed between the Montgomery Ruritan Club and the 

Town of Montgomery for Management of the Park.  At the head of 

the table (left) Joe Traylor, Morris Cocran, Charles Hart, Charles 

Steiner, Albert Dillion, Jay Myers (back to camera), Ed Gootee and 

Cecil Mathewson. (Traylor, Gootee and Mathewson were 

representing the City of Montgomery, Myers was from Citizens Bank 

who would supply the money from the Ruritan Club, Hart, Steiner, 

Dillon represented the Ruritan Club.)  Christ O'Brian was also at the 

Signing along with A.L.(Pol) Grannan who took the pictures.   

Signing Agreement 
 

In this picture on the opposite side of the table is Charles Hart and 

Charlie Steiner who were representing the Montgomery Ruritan Club 

and in front with her back to the camera was Gert Heffernan, Clerk 

for the City of Montgomery.  Practically hidden is Albert Dillion and 

Jay Myers. This was a historic agreement as other agencies were also 

involved in this agreement. They were the Indiana Dept. of Natural 

Resources, Soil Conservation Services and Prairie Creek Watershed. 

This agreement was signed on July 6, 1964 in Montgomery High 

School in what was the Home Economics Room at that time.  This 

was the beginning of a major endeavor by the Ruritan Club and it was 

one of those moments in time where they say "If you build it, they will 

come".   
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Opening Day for the 

Montgomery Camp Grounds 

and Park, 
 

This was the newspaper Article in 

which heralded the news of the 

grand opening of the Montgomery 

Park and Camp Grounds and the 

Montgomery Beach.  This Article 

was from May of 1966.   
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News Article from 

Washington Times 

Herald in May of 1966 

Hailing the new Park 

& Campgrounds 
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Black and White 

Picture of the Park 

Beach on one of 

busy summer days.  

Shown here is the 

Park Beach 

probably not long 

after it was opened 

up on May 28 of 

1965.  This was a 

popular attraction 

to the park in its 

early days but 

when many of the 

families started 

putting in pools the 

interest waned and 

the Beach was 

eventually closed 

and that area was 

turned into 

campsites.  
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Aerial View of Campgrounds/Park/Lake:  Shown here is an aerial view of the Ruritan Park, Campgrounds and Indian Rock Lake 

as it appeared sometime around 1970.  This view is looking from the south looking North West.  It was taken sometime during the 

summer and it may have been around the time that the Ruritan Club purchased the ground south of the CR 100 (Park Rd.) known as the 

Montgomery Property.   
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Aerial View of Campgrounds/Park/Lake:  This view is looking from the south looking North West.  You will note that the top of 

the picture is land on the north side of the lake where the Gasthof Restaurant and Motel are now located.  Campgrounds appear to be at 

capacity and this was well before the Park Superintendent’s House/Office was built.  This picture would have been taken before the first 

Turkey Trot.  
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Aerial View of Campgrounds/Park/Lake:  This view is looking from the east looking North West.  At the bottom of the picture Louie 

Clements home was still on the corner and the Grannan house on the point of the lake was still there.  This is a good view of the 26 acre 

Indian Rock Lake.  It appears CR 100 N. heading towards Cannelburg was still a rock road.  It was a mud road until 1964-65 time frame and 

them blacktop for part of the way in the 70’s.   



8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aerial View of Campgrounds/Park/Lake:  This view is looking from the Southeast looking North West.  It is believed these series of 

pictures would have been taken around 1970 or around the time the Ruritan Club acquired the Montgomery Property.   
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This is side-1 of the 

Dedication Program on that 

Aug. 27, 1967. The 

Park/Campgrounds was 

opened in 1965 but the 

Dedications were not held 

till the following year.  It 

appears there were several 

speakers from the Dept. of 

National Resources and 

from the Soil Conversation 

Service along with Elected 

Officials.  It looks as if U.S. 

Senator Vance Hartke was 

confirmed to attend but 

cancelled out.  It appears the 

total costs of the Project was 

$164,000 but the Ruritan’s 

share was somewhere 

around $80,000.  These 

notes on here were from 

Chris O’Brian’s copy and 

he was on Stage as he was 

instrumental in getting this 

project started and 

completed and was a big 

part of the Dedication 

Ceremony.   
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This is side-2 of the 

Dedication Program which 

is lists the Ruriten Club 

Officers and Directors at 

that time.  It also lists the 

Ruritan Presidents from 

1961 thru 1971.  The hand 

written notes was probably 

done by Chris O’Brian.  The 

Montgomery Town Board is 

also listed along with the 

Ruritan Queen Candidates 

for that year and their 

sponsors.  An artist drawing 

of the layout of the park/lake 

is on the right side of the 

dedication program. 
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Picture of Park-Lake Dedication from May of 1967 

Shown here is the Dedication Ceremony of the Park-Lake in August of 1967.  Not able to identify all in this picture 

but starting from the left ??, Joe Traylor, Lisa “Nolan” Miller (Ruritan Queen), Chris O’Brian, ????, ????, Mayor 

Othmar Frye of Washington, Jay Myers and in front was Captain McCarty of the Crane Naval Base and Bob Elliott 

who was the Project Engineer on this Park-Lake project.  In this picture a presentation was made to Crane Naval 

Base for their local support.   
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This was a document from Chris O’Brian; it appears he has given Mr. Glenn Gillespie who was 

from the University of Missouri a tour of the park.  Mr. Gillespie did a study on how much usage 

the park would get and where the visitors were coming from.  This was completed a few years after 

the park was in use. 
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This was the results of a study done by Mr. Glenn Gillespie who was from the 

University of Missouri.  Mr. Gillespie did a study on how much usage the park would 

get and where the visitors were coming from.   
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Shown below is a Yearly Financial Report from the Montgomery Ruritan Beach for 1973.  It was prepared 

by Albert Kavanaugh who was the Beach Manager.  Back then it was not a big fundraiser but it was a 

service to the community for the beach to be open.  Many of the kids rode their bikes to the beach and spend 

the afternoon and in warm days it was open late into the evening.  


