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This Car in the enclosed Case was used on a Race Track at the Ruritan 

Club Picnics.  Multiple cars were released down an inclined track.  Bets 

were placed to see which car would be the winner. 

This item came from the very First 

Ruitan Picnic that was held on the 

Dages Woods which now has the 

beautiful home of Joe and Glady 

Traylor along Hwy 50.  The Summer 

Picnics were held there as a fund 

raiser for a few years and then they 

were held at St. Peters Church 

Grounds.  The Annual Picnic was 

moved to the new Ruritan Community 

Building after its completion in 1976.  

The Annual Picnic was discontinued 

because of preparations for the 

Turkey Trot Festival which was just a 

couple months later in the year. 

Flyers from the 1979 and 1980 Annual Picnic at the 

Montgomery Recreation Park. 
 

The Annual Picnic was started about 1961 and was first held 

at the Dages Woods which is where Joe and Gladys Traylor 

now have their home.  The Dages property was sold and after 

a couple years at that location it was moved to St. Peters 

School Grounds. In 1977 the Annual Picnic was moved to the 

new Ruritan Building and held there until it was the Annual 

Picnic was discontinued.  The reason being was the Annual 

Picnic was too close to the Turkey Trot Festival which was 

held just a couple months later in the year and the leadership 

felt it was just too much to handle.  
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Annual Picnic in 1974 
 

Shown here is a poster from the Annual Picnic from July 28, 1974.  The picnic was moved 

to the Ruritan Park from St. Peter's Church Ground but not exactly sure what year this 

occurred.  The Ruritan Bldg. was not completed till a few years later and it may have been 

that tents were used to hosts the picnic in the years preceding the completion of the 

building.  You will note that at the bottom of the poster it was advertising the Annual Turkey 

Trot to be held in Sept. of that year.   
 

We could not verify this but it is believed the Annual Picnic was discontinued because it 

was held just about 6 week prior to the Turkey Trot and it was just too much for the Club to 

handle with two major events so close together.  The picnic was a nice event for the 

community but not the major fundraiser like the Turkey Trot.  We have asked but were not 

able to fine what year the Annual Picnic was discontinued.   
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Shown Below is an Invitation Letter to Young Ladies who might be interested in becoming a Ruritan 

Queen Candidate.  It was first started in 1968 with Gertrude Donahue was crowned the first Ruritan 

Queen.  This letter is dated in June of 1980 and not sure when the last Contest was held. 

Ruritan Queens Were: 
 

1968 Gertrude (Donahue) Gibson  1975 Coleen (Wittmer) Swartzentruber 

1969 Karla (Delaney) Miller   1976 Barbie Hopkins  

1970 Donna (Murphy) Ryan   1977 Georgia Dunn 

1971 Karen (Hart) Olsen   1978 Cindy Showalter 

1972 Karen (O’Brian) Kane   1979 Doris Elliott 

1973 Lisa (Nolan) Miller   1980 Kim Kidwell 

1974 Melinda (Hudson) Madden 

At this time we are not sure when was the last year for the Ruritan Queen Contest, That is 

still being researched! 

 
 
 
 
 


